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            ”Thank you for the invitation to join you this Memorial Day to honor those who have given their lives for America in all the many arenas of armed conflict that are part of our history.        

        ”On Memorial Day it is appropriate to recall that every generation of Americans, in its own unique time and circumstances must bear the burden of defending our nation.  Each generation has found its way to pass freedom on to the next generation.        

        ”Those aptly-named “The Greatest Generation” defeated tyranny in Europe and Asia, in truth a bold attempt at world domination by Germany and Japan, and in winning ushered in an era of expanding democracy and improved standards of living.        

        ”For their sacrifices, that group of heroes has finally been given a fitting national monument in Washington, DC.  I visited the new World War II memorial earlier this month, and it was a moving experience – one that reminded me of how immense that war was, and how great the effort was, that lead Allied forces to victory.        

        ”Today we face a changed world and a much different set of circumstances from the challenges of the 1940s.  We’ve moved far beyond the challenges of the Cold War and Vietnam War era.        

        ”America’s enemies today are harder to understand.  They’re harder to find; harder to contain; harder to negotiate with; harder to alter.        

        ”The way war is waged has also changed.  The International Terrorism threat is more constant, more pervasive yet less predictable than ever before.  And it touches our civilian population in ways earlier wars did not.        

        ”And so on this Memorial Day and future Memorial Days we should also remember civilian casualties in the ongoing war on terrorism, starting with the nearly 3,000 innocent civilians killed on September 11, 2001.  And including American civilian victims of suicide bombings in Afghanistan and Iraq.        

        ”These modern crises are daunting, yet we should remember that many of our old adversaries from past conflicts are now our allies.  Some, but not all, countries once governed by dictators and oppressive governments are now democracies.        

        ”Thus, those who gave their lives in past conflicts not only secured America, but they also produced a better world, even though it has taken many years in some cases to realize that result.        

        ”The next generations of Americans - the children among us today - will undoubtedly face challenges even more complex than those our soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan and our citizens at home face today.

        ”One thing that will never change, though, is the pain that the loss of a loved one inflicts on a wife, a husband, a father, a mother, a son, a daughter.  Such losses must never be forgotten.        

        ”So to all those who have placed a gold star in their window in remembrance of a fallen soldier, I renew today our solemn national pledge: Honor the lives freely given to defend America by continuing to uphold the principles that have made America the longest-standing and most successful free society in history.”        
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